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Each year, I have the pleasure of recognizing the volunteers that have made 
significant contributions to the success of our squadron by recommending those in-
dividuals be awarded a Merit Mark by the national organization’s Chief Command-
er.  

 
   The awarding of a Merit Mark begins with our recommending to the organi-
zation’s Chief Commander the names of members that have helped make the squad-
ron successful through a significant contribution of their time and energy. A written 
recommendation by the squadron Commander includes specific accomplishments of 
individuals whether it being instructing educational courses, organizing events, as-
sisting others or carrying on the business of the Squadron. The recommendations 
must be submitted and approved by the Chief Commander before the Merit Mark is 
issued and presented to the recipient. 
 
 Merit Marks are earned annually and members that earn five (5) Merit 
Marks are awarded the additional recognition of a “Senior Member” while those 
that earn twenty five (25) Merit Marks earn the designation of a “Life Member” and 
a reduced dues structure.   
 
 I am pleased to report that the Buzzards Bay Sail & Power Squadron recom-
mended and received approval for ten (10) individuals to receive a Merit Mark for 
their contributions during the past year. The names and number of years they have 
earned a Merit Mark is as follows:   
 

Andrew Campbell   9 Merit Marks 
Tom Chilton    2 Merit Mark 
Werner “Diek” Diekmann   7 Merit Marks 
Karen Hong   1 Merit Mark 
Ernie LeBlanc  19 Merit Marks 
Alan McCoy    8 Merit Marks 
Dick Moore    27 Merit Marks 
John Rossi    10 Merit Marks 
John Scavotto   25 Merit Marks 
Bob Sweet    17 Merit Marks 

 
As with all non-profits, we depend upon our membership to help guide and 

direct the organization and each of the individuals listed above have helped make 
the Buzzards Bay Sail & Power Squadron a success. Thank you!  

 
My wish is to see this list of Merit Marks recipients increase in 2018 with 

more members volunteering just a few hours of their time to help grow the Squad-
ron. As the saying goes, “many hands make light work”. And, as volunteers step up, 
we can provide more educational courses, an even broader range of seminars, more 
social events and most importantly, we will be able to perform greater public out-
reach in order to make boating safer and more fun for all!  

 
 Congratulations to all that earned a Merit Mark in 2017. 

 
 

Good sailing, 
Frank Lingard 

View from the Bridge 
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DESIGNED FOR CIRCUMNAVIGATION 
S/V WHEN and IF 

 
The harbor in Vineyard Haven is like a step back in history with its many vintage wooden sailing vessels among 
which is the 67’ John Alden designed schooner “When and If” which was designed and built for World War II 
General George Patton. And after all these years, the “When and If” is being readied for the trip for which it was 
designed, a circumnavigation of the world. 
 
In the late 1930s General Patton commissioned naval architect John Alden to design a schooner that was not on-
ly classic in style but sturdy enough to travel around the world. It was Patton’s goal that he and his wife Be-
atrice, an accomplished sailor, would sail the “When and If” around the world after the war ended. The schooner 
was built but the adventure was not to be as the General, who survived the war, was injured in an automobile 
accident and died in 1945.  
 
Following the General’s death, the schooner remained in the Patton family until 1970 when it was donated to 
the Beverly Landmark School which worked with dyslexic students. The school was an appropriate steward of 
the schooner as it was rumored that the General may have been dyslexic himself but went without a diagnosis at 
the time. Following a period with the school, the schooner passed through four different ownerships before be-
ing purchased and restored by New York vintner George Hazlitt.  
 
Shortly after purchasing the schooner, Hazlitt started a much needed renovation of the schooner that would be 
headed up by its skipper Seth Salzmann. Salzmann says that the renovations “cost a pot of gold – in the range of 
half-a million dollars, and that’s only because we did it grassroots with carpenters doing work for $20 an hour 
rather than $60 an hour”. There were new teak decks installed and extensive millwork completed below decks to 
maintain the original character of the schooner. And, “no-one wanted to finish (the restoration project) because 
everybody loved working on it so much”.  
 
With renovations complete, the schooner is once again doing day sails and charters in the waters of Cape Cod, 
Martha’s Vineyard and around Boston. The travels of the “When and If” are at the heart of a tale which brings 
together pieces of history and people who are each working on separate projects. The schooner has helped raise 
money for students to learn maritime science, technology and engineering including learning about clean water, 
building boats and maintaining healthy ecosystems under the guidance of the Cape Cod Maritime Museum. 
 
Through the efforts of the Cape Cod Maritime Museum, Ben Patton, the youngest grandson of General Patton, a 
filmmaker working with military veterans of all eras, became involved in the fundraising efforts of the “When 
and If”. He remarked that he had sailed on the “When and If” and that it was handed down over the years 
through his grandmother who was a talented sailor who almost made the Olympics years ago.  
 
After overseeing the ship’s restoration and sailing adventures, skipper Salzmann hopes to someday purchase the 
“When and If” from Hazlitt. The schooner, with its pale yellow sails, competed in Nantucket’s Opera House 
Cup Race and Newport regattas not for the prize money but to test the schooner’s seaworthiness and the stamina 
of the crew. 
 
In the spring of 2017, the “When and If” was seen leaving West End in the Abacos for a straight passage to 
Charleston, South Carolina and from there, Vineyard Haven. The history and the voyages continue! 
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KNOW YOUR SURROUNDINGS 
 

The one phrase that is emphasized in all of our navigational courses and seminars is the phrase ”always know 
your surroundings”. Look around; use your eyes and ears to know what is around you. It may be a landmark, a 
buoy, another boat, a change in the weather, the direction of the current or even the sound of a navigational aid 
that will allow you to verify your position should the fog suddenly roll in or when your electronics fail. When 
on the water, knowing your surroundings is a necessity for safe boating and it is common sense.  
  
One rule of thumb is that a good seaman should be able to pinpoint the relative position of his or her vessel on a 
paper chart within 5 seconds of the electronics devices being turned off. This can be done easily by routinely 
double checking your position on a chart with your GPS position and by looking around, verifying your data 
and knowing your surroundings. After all, it is not if your electronics fail, it is when they will fail. 
 
A recent article in the November 2017 edition of the Power & Motoryacht magazine caught my eye as it talked 
about “Situation Awareness” and how advancements in technology have affected our boating. Today, boaters 
tend to heavily rely upon an abundance of navigational data available on our multi-functional GPS displays and 
the numerous navigational, weather, AIS apps available on our smart phones. In other words, we tend to rely 
more on technology than basic navigation using our eyes and ears.  
 
The article stated that a recent study found boaters navigating by GPS “have become more immersed in the vir-
tual technology than the physical environment around them”. Studies are finding that “instead of increasing our 
safety and enjoyment, these technologies are negatively impacting our time on the water in a myriad of ways 
and subtly affecting our behavior at the helm”.   
  
Unfortunately many boaters are relying solely on technology for navigation, not realizing that the electronic 
charts can be outdated and can lead to dangerous situations, if not properly interpreted. Every skipper should be 
checking and verifying their position, their courses and their surroundings to insure a safe passage. Too much 
reliance on electronic devices lulls us into a false sense of security and we lose our awareness of what’s happen-
ing around us.   
 
With all the information available via electronic instruments, there is a tendency to become less observant at the 
helm and more distracted by the abundance of information. The loss of situational awareness or not knowing 
your surroundings can easily increase the likelihood of groundings, collisions or worse.   
 
In spite of this, technology, and the information it provides, has an important place at our helm stations. Howev-
er, “our eyes and ears are still the most valuable tools we have”. Knowing your surroundings, monitoring your 
electronic information and anticipating changes in situations is the balance needed to ensure a safe passage.  
 
 
Footnote: excerpts from Power & Motoryacht magazine, November 2017  



 

 

 

The Log    Buzzards Bay Sail & Power Squadron       District 14       www.bbsps.org       Volume 56 Issue   9       October Edition 2017 

6 

 

THE JOURNEY SOUTH 
 

For most of us, the boating season is now over but at the same time, the annual migration south 
has started. Boats and crews from all corners of the country have started their trek from ports north to the 
warmer waters of Florida, the Bahamas and the islands of the Caribbean. Unfortunately facilities on some 
islands will be limited due to hurricane damage but there still are many that are untouched.  

 
This year, I had the opportunity to bring “Perfect Arrangement” down the east coast to the warm-

er waters of Florida. The first leg of the trip started in early October from Parker’s Boatyard in Pocasset 
and from there we worked our way down through Long Island Sound, New York City and down the New 
Jersey coastline to Manasquan Inlet. Light winds and good visibility made for an easy first leg. Unfortu-
nately, the weather then went downhill as a passing cold front approached and the heavy winds churned 
up the Jersey coastline causing a two day lay over. Once passed, the seas calmed and the next leg would 
bring us to Cape May, down the Chesapeake, through the naval yards in Norfolk and down to Beaufort, 
North Carolina. Before long, we were one-third of the way through our 1,500 mile journey.  

 
As the weather was still in our favor, we jumped offshore for a two day trip to Charleston, South 

Carolina. Charleston, with its historic downtown and fine restaurants is always a favorite layover. But 
this time, a strong nor’easter was forecast to blow through and the wind would blow for three days kick-
ing up the seas so even the largest boats stayed in port. This time, we did not mind the lay-over as it pro-
vided time to rest up, tour the city, visit friends and of course, visit one or two of the best restaurants. 

 
After four days in Charleston, it was time to move on but the seas were still up so the decision 

was quickly made to stay inside on the protected waters of the Intercoastal Waterway otherwise known as 
the ICW or “the ditch”.  The passage brought us through the “low-country” exhibiting the beauty of 
South Carolina with its marshlands, live oaks, Spanish moss and many historical landmarks. After a lay-
over in Hilton Head, we crossed the Savannah River before entering the meandering waterways of Geor-
gia with the twists and turns through the natural marshlands with all of its wildlife and unfortunately, are-
as of heavy shoaling. The inside route through South Carolina and Georgia is safe but adds a good 50+ 
miles to the trip.  

 
The winds finally started to abate but not the sea conditions so as we entered Florida, the decision 

was to stay in the protected waters of the ICW for the final 300 miles of the trip. Although not as scenic 
as the “low country”, the waterways are well marked and with sufficient depth to maintain speed. What 
did surprise us was the hurricane damage from hurricane Matthew in 2016 and hurricane Irma in 2017. 
Entire marinas are devastated all the way from the Florida border down to New Smyrna Beach. But, be-
fore long we were passing behind the Kennedy Space Center, Melbourne, Vero Beach, Stuart and then 
we were within sight of our final destination, Jupiter, Florida.  

 
We completed the 1,500 mile journey in 13 travel days plus 5 extra layover days due to weather 

conditions. We logged 106 engine hours which was approximately 15 hours more than usual due to extra 
time transiting the ICW between Charleston to Jupiter. As for fuel consumption, that figure is not dis-
cussed!  

 
Over the years, I have completed this trip more than a dozen times and I never get tired of it. Yes, 

the days are long but the trip presents a true cross section of this country. From the most rural areas of 
Georgia, through miles of marshland, seeing the many historic landmarks and the miles of pristine beach-
es, passing the naval installations in Norfolk and even transiting through the middle of New York City; 
one gains a special appreciation for the people and areas of the country that many will never see.  
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And, I am always impressed with the friendliness, the helpfulness and the knowledge exhibited by our 

fellow boaters. Most everyone, from the paid captains to the first timers, are more than willing to share infor-
mation about the waterways, upcoming hazards, weather conditions or even navigational questions that may 
arise. We learn from each other and we often see the same boats and crew members every day and every night 
since we are all travelling the same waterways. Communications, whether dockside or over the VHF, keeps us 
alert and aware of our surroundings. This is what makes boating fun!  

  
“Perfect Arrangement” is now docked in Jupiter, Florida for the winter awaiting the next journey. Stay 

tuned!   
 

 
THE WILLETT FOUNDATION 

 
On behalf of the Buzzards Bay Sail & Power Squadron, I would like to acknowledge a gift in the amount 

of $ 2,500 presented to the squadron by the Willett Foundation of the Cape Cod Foundation. The gift is to be 
used for the general support of the squadron and more specifically to support our monthly newsletter, THE 
LOG. The squadron very much appreciates the kind generosity of the foundation.  

 
Herb Willett moved to Quissett upon his retirement from Merck & Co. in 1972 and shortly thereafter 

joined the Buzzards Bay Power Squadron. He quickly became engaged in the squadron and was elected secre-
tary and then treasurer. Soon afterwards, he became the self-appointed editor and publisher of THE LOG. The 
well-being of the squadron was paramount to Herb and when he spoke, everyone listened as he always had the 
squadron’s best interest in mind.  

 
For many years, Herb processed the monthly newsletter which was hand-typed at the time and mailed 

using bulk mail rates. Unfortunately, bulk mail rates resulted in bulk mail delivery standards which meant that 
bulk mail was sorted and delivered at the local post master’s discretion. Members were not getting their copies 
on a timely basis and that wasn’t good enough for Herb. Before we knew it, Herb was personally paying for 
First Class postage so members would receive the newsletter on a timely basis. That was Herb. 

   
Upon Herb Willett’s passing, the Foundation was established and the Buzzards Bay Power Squadron 

listed as one of many beneficiaries. Although the Foundation will terminate shortly, Herb will always be re-
membered as a loyal supporter and advocate of our squadron.   

 
And again, many thanks to the Willett Foundation of the Cape Cod Foundation for the generous gift and 

of course to Herb for keeping us on track for so many years.   



 

 

 

Latitude Announcements 

1.   We are always looking for articles, stories and photographs to include in the Log that would be of interest to  
      our members. Please e-mail them or send them to Andrew Campbell. I can be e-mailed at  
      andrewriggscampbell@yahoo.com. 
 
2.   THE LOG WILL ACCEPT CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
      The Log will now accept non commercial classified advertising. 
      The following guidelines will apply to all advertisements submitted: 
             1.  Ads may only be submitted by Log “Boosters”. 
             2.  Ads are limited to boating related items (not for your lawnmower). 
             3.  Ads are limited to 50 words maximum. 
             4.  Ads will run for 4 consecutive months. 
             5.  All Ad submissions should be made to the Log editor via email using a Microsoft Word attachment 
                  for the desired Ad. 
             6.  Please notify the Log editor if your item(s) is(are) sold so the ad(s) can be removed. 
 
3. FYI, there has been a change in the United States Power Squadrons’ public site URL from usps.org to  
      beyondboating.org.  
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Enjoy the LOG? Become a Booster! 

Annual Booster memberships are being accepted for the 2017 and 2018 seasons.  
Members of BBSPS can become a booster for $10, non-BBSPS, $15 (Adds you to our mailing list). So show 

your support by becoming a Booster today! 

 
                                                                 
                                                YES! I want to become a Booster NOW! 

 
                      Name_____________________________________ E- Mail ____________________ 

                        Street________________________City______________ ST__________ Zip______ 
                        BBSPS Member ($10) __          Non_BBSPS ($15) __          Squadron____________ 
 
 
 

     Checks made out to:  
Buzzards Bay Sail and Power Squadron with an annotation Log Booster 

          Addressed to: Karen Hong, Treasurer BBSPS,  
    63 Cleveland Way, Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 

   

Dates reflect booster expiration  

  Squadron Boosters   

2017 - 2019 
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Willett, Herbert III Estate   Continuing Support Buzzards Bay Meigs-Brown, Nawrie   4/30/18 Buzzards Bay 

Bellingham, Duane   12/31/17 Buzzards Bay Mitchell, Charles   3/31/18 Buzzards Bay 

Campbell, Andrew   12/31/17 Buzzards Bay Moore, Richard & Ellen   5/31/18 Buzzards Bay 

Church, Ron & Nancy   1/31/18 Buzzards Bay Peters, Charlie & Beth   3/31/18 Buzzards Bay 

Daly, Jerry   12/31/17  Buzzards Bay Rossi, John & Rose   12/31/17 Buzzards Bay 

 Buzzards Bay Schofield, Bob   9/30/18 Buzzards Bay 

Diekmann, Werner   12/31/17 Buzzards Bay Tarr, Paul   4/30/18 Buzzards Bay 

Hong, Karen   4/30/19 Buzzards Bay Taylor, Bill & Marjorie   6/30/19 Buzzards Bay 

LeBlanc, Ernest   12/31/17 Buzzards Bay Wilson, Holly   4/30/19 Non-BBSPS 

Matland, Rudolph   12/31/19 Buzzards Bay   
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Dane, Alan   2/28/18 
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    REDTOP                             
 SPORTING GOODS 
——————————- 
265  Main Street 
PO Box 730 
Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 
Phone:  508-759-3371 
————————-—— 
www.redtoptackle.com 
redtop@redtopincc.com 
 

                                                    New England’s 
                                      Premier Tackle Shop 
                                         We don’t just fish. 
                                            We live fishing!  
                                          
                                         Complete line of Tackle 
                                                        Offshore Tackle 
                                                                 Bait 
                                                      Rod & Reel Repair 
                                                           Custom Rods 
                                                        Shellfishing Gear 
                                                            Lobster Gear 
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The Curtain Lady 
Custom Curtains and Bags 
Brenda Hickey 
Seamstress 
508-566-4168 (Cell) 
774-413-9114 (Home) 
brendacurtainlady@gmail.com 

 

FALMOUTH TOYOTA  
 
 

290 MACARTHUR BLVD 
BOURNE, MA 02532 

 

Contact us at: 
www.falmouthtoyota.com 
Email: faltoy@capecod.net  
Phone: 508-759-1900 
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